THE WILL
within the competence of the Court at Stockholm where Alfred
Nobel had last been registered as a tax payer, or of the Court at
Bofors where he had last lived. Lest there should be any mistake
the executors registered the Will at both places.
The executors having submitted a certified copy of the Will
through the Ecclesiastical Department to His Majesty the King,
with a covering letter in which they humbly requested that His
Majesty's Government would be pleased to inform them of the
measures it should deem suitable with regard to it, the Attorney
General made the following statement on the 6th May, 1897. After
reciting the Will itself the statement proceeded as follows : " As
appears from the provisions of the Will quoted above, no portion
of the testator's estate is left directly or indirectly to the State or
Crown of Sweden. Under the Will the residue, after providing for
the payment of legacies to individual persons, shall constitute a
fund, the interest on which shall be distributed as prizes for the
benefit of such persons, without distinction of nationality, as shall
have rendered the greatest services to mankind in a manner that is
particularised in the Will. In these circumstances it does not
appear to be necessary for the protection of any rights of the
Swedish State or Crown that the Will, which has been registered in
the Courts by the duly appointed executors, should also be registered
in the interests of the State.
" As, however, when the Will has been duly recognised, the
Foundation in question will amount to several million Kronen in
value, and has been instituted by a Swedish subject for general
purposes, so that the administration of the Foundation will be
carried out in this country; as the competent academies, etc,,
appointed under the Will for awarding the prizes, are thereby
created to a certain degree the executive organs of the endowment,
having not merely duties but also corresponding rights; as in view
of these facts a special registration of the Will may fee of valtte
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